
       Would it surprise you if I said that the Eucharist and liturgy are the center of our faith community? 
Eucharist and liturgy are the heart from which flows our outreach to the poor and needy, our handing 
on of the Catholic faith in our faith formation programs, and our stewardship in dozens of lay 
ministries. 

      When I was a young man in the 1950s, and came to Mass, I immersed myself in private prayer 
behind the priest’s back and followed his prayer in my St. Joseph’s Missal. Now we all participate, as 
the Council has decreed. We sing, we respond, we make the Eucharistic prayer our own prayer by 
singing ‘Amen’ at the end of it. The Mass, the Second Vatican Council told us 50 years ago, is not the 
prayer of the priest alone. The Mass is not a time for me to say my private prayers, apart from the rest 
of the community. I say my private prayers in private. But when I am with the believing Catholic 
community gathered at the high point of their faith life during Mass, we all celebrate together.  

      The Mass is not my Mass. The Mass belongs to the entire church. It is our Mass. Christ himself is 
the president of our assembly. Christ opens the Word of God for us, and Christ breaks the bread. As a 
priest, I am simply an instrument. Unworthy as I am, He uses my voice and my hands in His praise. 
Unworthy as we all are, he uses your voice and hands to sing his praises and continue his saving work 
until he returns. “The liturgy is thus the outstanding means by which the faithful can express in their 
lives, and manifest to others, the mystery of Christ and the real nature of the true church.” (The 
Second Vatican Council Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy) 

      This week we begin the holiest week in the church year. Our 40 day journey through Lent has 
included a deeper sense of prayer, and sacrifice and self-denial. The Spirit of God has changed us for 
the better.  Now we enter into the high point of our church year as Catholics. 

      We will not be looking back to the past in order to reenact it. Instead we celebrate what is now 
happening among us as God’s holy people. God has taken hold of our hearts at their deepest core. 
God has re-created us as a new community broken like bread for the life of the world. We are Christ, 
present and active in the world today. “Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the 
Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Corinthians: 3) 

      Join us for these Holy Days! Palm Sunday-the solemn commemoration of the Lord’s entrance into 
Jerusalem as his journey begins to the cross and resurrection. Monday - the sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be offered from 3 PM to 9 PM in our church. Wednesday- confessions from 7:30 
PM-8:30 PM. Holy Thursday - 9 AM Morning Prayer in our church and 8 PM Mass of the Lord’s Last 
Supper including a reenactment of the washing of the disciples’ feet by Christ; Good Friday -Morning 
Prayer at 9 AM  with celebration of the Lord’s passion and solemn veneration of the cross at 3 PM. 
Stations of the Cross will be prayed in Spanish at 12 PM; and in English sponsored by our St. Kilian 
youth at 8 PM. On Holy Saturday, morning prayer at 9 AM and confessions from 1 PM-2 PM. 

      The most important day of our church year, Easter, the solemn celebration of the Lord’s 
resurrection, begins with the Easter Vigil Mass at 8 PM. On Easter Sunday, Masses will be celebrated 
in our Main Church at 8 AM, 9:30 AM, 11 AM, and 12:30 PM-all English. A 3:30 PM Mass will be 
celebrated in Spanish in the Main Church.  Overflow Masses in the Auditorium will be offered at 9:45 
AM and 11:15 AM. 



     Celebrate the victory of Christ over sin and death! May your heart and voice sing with the joy of the 
Risen Lord on His Resurrection Feast! We are indeed an Alleluia people, and Alleluia is our song. Death 
has been vanquished. Glory fills us. 

Peace, Father Bruce 


